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2 While they were 
worshiping the Lord and 
fasting, the Holy Spirit 
said, “Set apart for me 
Barnabas and Saul for the 
work to which I have called 
them.” 3 So after they had 
fasted and prayed, they 
placed their hands on 
them and sent them off. 

Acts 13:2-3

Antioch (Syria)



4 The two of them, sent on 
their way by the Holy 
Spirit, went down to 
Seleucia and sailed from 
there to Cyprus. 5 When 
they arrived at Salamis, 
they proclaimed the word 
of God in the Jewish 
synagogues.

Acts 13:4-5

Salamis (Cyprus)



Immediately mist and 
darkness came over him, 
and he groped about, 
seeking someone to lead 
him by the hand. 12 When 
the proconsul saw what 
had happened, he 
believed, for he was 
amazed at the teaching 
about the Lord. 

Acts 13:11b-12

Paphos (Cyprus)



14 From Perga they went 
on to Pisidian Antioch. On 
the Sabbath they entered 
the synagogue and sat 
down. 15 After the reading 
from the Law and the 
Prophets, the synagogue 
rulers sent word to them, 
saying, “Brothers, if you 
have a message of 
encouragement for the 
people, please speak.” 

Antioch (Pisidia)



Sermon at Antioch

Read Paul’s sermon at your table: Acts 
13:16-41

1. What are his major points?  

2. Why do you think he chose these 
points?  

Antioch (Pisidia)



Major points of Paul’s sermon at Antioch

1. Traced the origin from Abraham to Jesus – continuity between jews
and Christ

2. Message of salvation has been overlooked – what was to be 
expected from the Messiah

3. Talked about OT leaders – judges, kings.  They all died, but jesus
rose

4. Big picture of the salvation plan – OT, NT, salvation+warning

5. Direct application – YOU have forgiveness in Christ

6. In condemning jesus, they were fulfilling prophecy

7. Old promises kept so they could have forgiveness



49 The word of the Lord spread 
through the whole region. 50 
But the Jews incited the God-
fearing women of high standing 
and the leading men of the city. 
They stirred up persecution 
against Paul and Barnabas, and 
expelled them from their 
region. 51 So they shook the 
dust from their feet in protest 
against them and went to 
Iconium. 52 And the disciples 
were filled with joy and with the 
Holy Spirit. 

Antioch (Pisidia)



Paul and Barnabas went as usual 
into the Jewish synagogue. 
There they spoke so effectively 
that a great number of Jews and 
Gentiles believed. 2 But the Jews 
who refused to believe stirred up 
the Gentiles and poisoned their 
minds against the brothers. 3 So 
Paul and Barnabas spent 
considerable time there, 
speaking boldly for the Lord, 
who confirmed the message of 
his grace by enabling them to do 
miraculous signs and wonders.

Iconium



11 When the crowd saw what 
Paul had done, they shouted in 
the Lycaonian language, “The 
gods have come down to us in 
human form!” 12 Barnabas they 
called Zeus, and Paul they called 
Hermes because he was the 
chief speaker. 13 The priest of 
Zeus, whose temple was just 
outside the city, brought bulls 
and wreaths to the city gates 
because he and the crowd 
wanted to offer sacrifices to 
them. 

Lystra



19 Then some Jews came 
from Antioch and Iconium and 
won the crowd over. They 
stoned Paul and dragged him 
outside the city, thinking he 
was dead. 20 But after the 
disciples had gathered around 
him, he got up and went back 
into the city. The next day he 
and Barnabas left for Derbe. 

Lystra



21 They preached the 
good news in that city and 
won a large number of 
disciples. 

Derbe



Then they returned to 
Lystra, Iconium and 
Antioch, 22 strengthening 
the disciples and 
encouraging them to 
remain true to the faith. 
“We must go through 
many hardships to enter 
the kingdom of God,” they 
said.

Antioch (Syria)



Application:

What are some big picture lessons about evangelism we can learn from 
observing the work of Paul and his associates?  



Major Question

Why so much resistance from the 
Jews?  



Some men came down from Judea to 
Antioch and were teaching the 
brothers: “Unless you are circumcised, 
according to the custom taught by 
Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 This 
brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp 
dispute and debate with them. So Paul 
and Barnabas were appointed, along 
with some other believers, to go up to 
Jerusalem to see the apostles and 
elders about this question.  

Acts 15:1-2

Antioch (Syria)



5 Then some of the believers who 
belonged to the party of the 
Pharisees stood up and said, “The 
Gentiles must be circumcised and 
required to obey the law of 
Moses.” 
6 The apostles and elders met to 
consider this question.  7 After 
much discussion, Peter got up and 
addressed them:

Acts 15:5-7

Jerusalem



8 God, who knows the heart, 
showed that he accepted them by 
giving the Holy Spirit to them, just 
as he did to us. 9 He made no 
distinction between us and them, 
for he purified their hearts by faith. 
10 Now then, why do you try to 
test God by putting on the necks of 
the disciples a yoke that neither we 
nor our fathers have been able to 
bear? 11 No! We believe it is 
through the grace of our Lord Jesus 
that we are saved, just as they are.” 

Jerusalem



Letter to the Gentiles

What is Christian Freedom?  

How does the letter give wise 
advice to both sides on exercising 
Christian Freedom?  

Jerusalem



Galatia



Letter to the Galatians

• When: 52 AD

• Where: From Antioch (Pisidia)

• To: Galatian Christians

• Why: Christian Freedom



Application

Make some connections between Christian Freedom and spreading the 
gospel.  
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